DRAFT


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Richmond Virginia American Legion Continues to Support Our Troops 
Richmond, VA – February 21, 2007 - Operation Helmet Joins with the American Legion Post 361 to provide needed upgrades for our troops

This local American Legion post has voted to support soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines by working with Operation Helmet to provide more than forty combat helmet upgrade kits.  The kits help make the current helmets more effective in protecting against traumatic brain injuries that our troops suffer in bomb blasts, vehicle accidents, and other blunt force trauma events.

On Tuesday, February 27, 2007, the post will present a check to a representative of Operation Helmet.  Senior Master Sergeant Carla Meaders, of Willistown, Pennsylvania and daughter-in-law of the founder of Operation Helmet, will present a special memento to the post.  This event will be held at 4204 Hermitage Road, Richmond, Virginia 23229-4250 at 7pm.
Carla Meaders will have standard and upgraded combat helmets for all to see, feel, and test.

About Operation Helmet

Operation Helmet is a nonpartisan, 501(c)3 charitable grassroots effort that provides helmet upgrade kits free of charge to U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. Operation Helmet depends on tax-deductible donations and is a team member of AmericaSupportsYou.mil. For $70-$100, depending on the manufacturer, added safety and comfort can be provided for a trooper. But donations of any amount are welcome. The donation can be designated for a specific branch of the military, a particular unit or an individual trooper. 99% of donations go toward helmet kits. There are no salaries or payroll costs deducted and the Operation’s books are available for inspection at the home office. To date, Operation Helmet has sent upgrade kits to over 34,000 troops.

Contacts;

Mark Meaders, 
ophelm@operation-helmet.org 
www.Operation-Helmet.org 
(703) 350-4912

Mathew Berryman, Jr., Commander

American Legion Post #361

7708 Alvarado Rd.
Richmond, Virginia 23229-4250
(804) 282-1196
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